9TH Grade Humanities

Ms. Venson

210-710-0730—until 9 p.m.

emilyv0522@hotmail.com

Welcome! I hope you’re ready and excited for a magnificent year.

Course Description

In the first semester of 9th Grade Humanities, we will be exploring the ancient civilizations of Greece and Rome as well as the foundations of Islam. Our goal is to study global history and literature in a way that will prepare you for college and beyond. Toward that goal, I will be expecting you to: 

· Read fiction and non-fiction

· Write essays inside and outside of class

· Write weekly in a writer’s notebook

· Write weekly literature responses. 

· Complete group projects / presentations

· Participate in various discussion formats

· Read at least one novel independently

· Other activities as dictated by your needs and abilities

The following list covers the major works that we will read together as a class this semester; you will also choose an independent reading novel periodically.  We will read various other shorter pieces (essays, short stories, poems) as they relate to the unit being studied.
· Antigone, Sophacles

· Catcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger

· One of  the following: Princess, Kite Runner, Habibi
· Siddhartha, Herman Hesse

· Excerpts from Plato’s Republic
· Excerpts from the Old and New Testament

· Excerpts from 1001 Arabian Nights
As we move through the year, several themes will organize how we look at what we read and will center our class discussions. These themes include:

· Issues of Identity

· Cultural Values and Norms

· The Effect of Values on Identity

· Historical Forces of Change

· Journeys, Physical and Spiritual

· Archetypes or Patterns in Literature 

We will also look to answer several questions that will help us guide our discussions. They include:

· What are the driving influential forces in the world, our community and our lives?

· Where do our values come from?

· How do our values shape our identity, our actions and our perspective?

· Is it possible to change one’s value system? Why or what not? And if so, how?

Classroom Expectations

You are now high school students, 9th graders, enrolled in a course that will give you the foundational skills you need to succeed in college. I expect you to act like responsible, academically-focused college-bound students. In other words, come to class on time, prepared, ready to share your ideas and opinions with the class. I interpret anything less as a sign of disrespect not only to me, but to your classmates as well. If for some reason you are not capable of governing your own behavior, I reserve the right to ask you to leave class.
Supplies Required

· blue or black ink pens—no pencils

· NON-SPIRAL notebook paper

· 2 divider sections in your 3-ring binder – one labeled “Global” and one labeled “Reading”

· 1 composition notebook to be used as a Writer’s Notebook

· white index cards/ring

· 1 box of tissues

· Highlighter and red pen

Course Grades

Papers and Projects 
40%

Tests and Quizzes
30%

Homework

20%

Participation

10%
Work Load

Each day, you are expected to write down your homework in your planner. You can expect 2-3 unit history tests, 5-8 short essays and/or projects, and 4-5 quizzes this semester. In addition, you will read at least one independent reading novel. Your success is absolutely dependent upon your ability to keep yourself, your work, and your time organized. 

General Procedures and Rules

· Respect yourself and others at all times. Be nice. 

· Be prepared—100% Everyday!

· As soon as you enter the classroom, be ready to work. Immediately—and silently—start on the do-first; you will be marked tardy if you are not in your seat, ready for class when the bell rings. 

· Daily Work or Homework: If you do not turn in an assignment on time, you will receive a zero. Saying this, I also know that life happens. As such, you will have one late pass a quarter. If you use a late pass, you will have one extra day to turn in your assignment. If you do not use your late passes, you may turn them in at the end of the semester for extra credit.

· Major Work:  Major papers/projects must be turned in on time. If you are going to be absent on the day that a major paper or project is due, I still expect you to turn that paper or project in on time. Papers will be marked down one grade level for each day they are late.
· Use your time wisely.  If you finish in-class work, read or study.  Do not talk.

Make the Best of a Missed Day

If absent, upon your return you should 

1. get your make-up work from the appropriate folder in the classroom.

2. turn any work due on the day you were absent in to Ms. Venson.

3. if necessary, arrange a date for making up missed quizzes or tests.

4. turn in all make-up work and take missed tests or quizzes within two days of absence (or receive zeros for missed work).

· It is YOUR responsibility to obtain and to turn in your make-up work.

· If you are present when work or a test is assigned, you will be expected to turn in that work or take the test, even if you have been absent the preceding day.

Pay Attention to Work Guidelines—be proud of what you do!

Any assignment that does not conform to these guidelines may receive a grade reduction.

· Put your full heading (name, date, assignment title) in the upper left-hand corner of EVERY paper you turn in.

· Use blue or black ink.  Do not use pencil.  Use the same color for the whole paper.

· Use only non-spiral paper.  (Even if you cut off the edges, points may be deducted).

· Write neatly.  If I can’t read it, it’s counted wrong.  I will not grade sloppy, illegible papers.

· Follow spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and grammar rules on ALL assignments.

· Write all answers in complete sentences.
Student/Teacher/Parent Agreement

Student:

As a student, I have read and understood this syllabus. I agree to follow all classroom rules and expectations. I agree to contact Ms. Venson whenever I have problems, questions, or suggestions. If, at any point, I am starting to feel overwhelmed with the class—with a paper, a project, with studying for a test, or just with keeping up in general—I will let Ms. Venson know immediately. 

____________________________________

_________________________________
_________

student’s signature




student’s name (printed)



date

Teacher:

As a teacher, I have read and understood this syllabus. I promise to be available during lunch, and before or after school for help, advice, or a friendly ear. I will work my hardest to maintain a fair, enriching classroom environment. I will support and help you in your education in any way that I can.

____________________________________

_________________________________
_________

teacher’s signature




teacher’s name (printed)



date

Parent/Guardian:

As a parent/guardian, I have read and understood this syllabus. I agree to contact Ms. Venson as soon as possible if I have questions or concerns about my child. I will do my best to ensure my child’s success in 9th Grade Humanities. 

____________________________________

_________________________________
_________

parent/guardian’s signature



parent/guardian
’s name (printed)

date

