Tuesday, March 27, 2007
Reading Workshop: Final Lit. Circle Discussion
Aims: 
· SWBAT follow discussion protocol

· discuss novels in small groups

· use follow-up questions and “take it back to the text” discussion strategies to extend and enrich discussions

· determine the biases of the author, main character and the reader.

Materials: Lit circles discussion notes page, chart of protocol, post-it for each student
Do Now: Skim through your book and choose a passage somewhere in the last third of the book that you think is very significant to the theme of the book. Mark it with a sticky note “STLW” (Save the Last Word)
Connect: We asked you to finish your novels for today’s final discussion. You all came prepared with your own discussion questions, and I am giving you a few discussion questions of my own. The discussion skills we’ve practiced so far are asking good follow-up questions and “taking it back to the text” to defend your thinking. Today, you are going to put those skills to practice in your final discussion. 
Teach: In order to truly “take it back to the text” we’re going to incorporate the Save the Last Word For Me protocol into our discussion today. To review, the STLW protocol is when each student reads a passage that he/she thinks is interesting/important (the one you picked in your Do Now) and BEFORE saying why he/she picked it, each member of the group has to say why they think their group member picked it. The person who picked the quote gets the last word, i.e. gets to explain after everyone else why they picked the quote and why they think the quote is significant. 
Try It: Model this by “being” a member of a group and just explaining the way the protocol would work.
Link: You have a lot to remember in your discussions – follow-up questions, taking it back to the text, save the last word – but this is your LAST discussion so stay focused and show me that you can put all these skills together into a really rich lit. circle discussion.
Activity:

· Review the discussion protocol with students (modified a tiny bit to include Save the Last Word.
1. Fill out the discussion protocol sheet and decided today’s roles 

2. One student goes over the plot summary to make sure everyone is on the same page.

3. Students ask each other clarifying questions about the story 

4. Students go over their HW together, sharing out noticings about culture, politics and religion.

5. Facilitator runs discussion FIRST by running the Save the Last Word protocol. Each student should have a turn to read their passage. 

6. Facilitator runs the remaining time of the discussion by asking the questions they came up with for HW and my own questions that I added to the discussion notes page.
· Students run their discussions (35)
· During discussions, teacher confers with each group, listening and making sure they are on task. Teacher should be taking notes on their own, noticing what is going well, quality comments, etc.
· After discussions, students do a 5 minute reflection on a half sheet of paper:
· How did your last discussion go?
· What did your group do well and what do you still need to work on?
· How have your own discussion skills improved during this lit. circle unit?
· Wrap-up – Quick share out from student volunteers about how their discussion skills have improved. 
Picasso 2nd block

Global History Lesson from Jasmine about the Incas
