Thursday, March 22, 2007
Reading Workshop: Intro Projects
Aims: SWBAT recognize patterns in history and in literature; use critical lenses of culture, politics or religion to compare/contrast two countries or two “situations”
Materials: copies of the Lit. circles Project sheet
Do Now: Hand out the Literature Circles Project sheet and have students read it silently. Students should annotate and write down 2 questions that they have.
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· Teacher goes over the project, explaining each step.
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· Students ask clarifying questions about the project.
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Connect: So now that you understand what your group’s role, task, and product will be for this project, let’s talk about how you should approach this. 
Teach: I want to show you how I would think through this project. (chart an abbreviated version of this – Students copy down the steps)
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1.
I need to choose a critical lens first. With my group, I’m going to compare our notes and our responses to the HW charts to see which critical lens offers more “meat” to discuss and use in our project.

2. Once I choose a critical lens, I need to write a summary statement about the cultural, political or religious situation in the novel. 
3. Next, I need to brainstorm other places in the world and time periods in history when the SAME summary statement can be applied. I probably need to brainstorm several ideas until I reach the best idea.
4. I need to then test my idea by researching it with my group. If I can find a lot of information that compares with the critical lens I’m using in my book, great! If I can’t find enough information, then I need to research a different idea. 

5. Once I’ve research my idea and found information, I can begin comparing it to my novel and compiling information and analysis into my PowerPoint. We’ll go over how to do this next week.

Model the process using Habibi and thinking aloud your thought process. Project or use overhead to fill in the graphic organizer as you go. 
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· The religious conflict is the novel is about the differences between Judaism and Islam, and how the religions separate groups of people. The cultural conflict is about two different ways of life that have evolved in Israel due to the existence of two major religions. The political conflict is about two political groups (Israelis and Palestinians) fighting for control over the same piece of land.

· I think I have the most to say about the politics. My summary statement is: The politics of this place center around two groups fighting for control of one piece of land.

· Now I need to think of different places in the world where to groups have fought over the same piece of land. American Revolution when Colonists fought for control free from Britain, India and Pakistan fighting over Kashmir, Protestant Northern Ireland which the Catholic Ireland wants to take back, Tibet which the Chinese took from the Buddhists, the Basque region of Spain which wants to secede and form it’s own country, Chechnea which wants to secede from Russia, Native Americans fighting for land, Mexico and Texas in the early 1800s, etc. 
· Try It: See if students can name any other battles or wars between two groups fighting for the same piece of land. 

· Since I’m from Texas and I know a lot about that conflict, I’m going to go with that one. So now I’m going to research about the battle between Mexico and the Independent Republic of Texas over who had control of that piece of land.

· After I get my information, I’m going to draw comparisons between the two conflicts and also highlight significant differences (like the fact that religion was not at all a catalyst to the Mexico/Texas land fight). 
Link: In your groups, you will need to follow the same thought process to come up with the best idea for your feature story for this project
Activity:
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· Students sit with lit. circle groups to brainstorm.

· Teacher circulates to help with the brainstorming.

· Students use the graphic organizer to lay out their ideas. Graphic organizers will be due at the end of the class on Friday (after they have more time to work on the project).
· Wrap-up: Ask students if they have any additional questions about the project. Remind students to do some research tonight and bring it with them tomorrow because they will have 45 minutes of project work time. 

HW: Do research! Bring it in tomorrow! Prep for your lit. circles discussion by writing questions and completing your critical lens chart (5 bullet points per column).
