March 20, 2007

Reading Workshop: Lit Circles Discussion # 2
Aims: SWBAT follow discussion protocol, discuss novels in small groups, determine the biases of the author, main character and the reader; ask thoughtful follow-up questions to extend the conversation.
Materials: Copies of the Lit. Circles Discussion sheet and perspectives graphic organizer; chart with lit circle protocol

Do Now: Skim through the pages that you read for HW in your novel. Find one passage that you want to bring up for discussion and fold down the page. Reread your HW sheet and make sure it is complete with bullet points and discussion questions. 
Connect: Last week in your discussion circle you focused on using the critical lenses and on determining perspectives. Today, you are going to practice both of those skills but we are going to add a new skill – asking thoughtful follow-up questions. The purpose in reviewing this skill is to enable you to extend your conversations so that you push each other to discuss deeper, more significant aspects of your novels. 
Teach: For extended discussions to occur, groups need to know how to listen to members’ comments carefully and ask open-ended follow-up questions that will get people to explain their ideas in greater detail. 
· Tell students to fold a sheet of looseleaf into 2 columns. Label the left column “Starter Question” and the right column “Follow-up Questions”. 

· Pass out copies of the short story and do a shared reading of the story. Have students write three “Starter” discussion questions in the left hand column. Model this by giving them the first question: “Why would the author remember this of all things?”
· Model what their chart should look like by charting this:

	Starter Question
	Follow-up Question

	Why would the author remember this of all things?
	Do you think the father was drunk? Explain.

Do you think the author was ever beaten by his father? Eplain.

What would happen if someone got killed?


Try It: 

· Model how students should run the partner questioning (See below), and have students share out one or to ideas for additional follow-up questions.
· Students work with a partner for the following: One partner asks one of his starter questions. The other partner responds with an answer to the question. The first partner then asks a follow-up question based on something in the other partner’s response. The questioning partner must write down the follow-up question in their chart before the other partner can answer. After the partner responds to the follow-up question, the questioning partner asks another follow-up question based on an idea in the responding partner’s answer. Again, the questioning partner must record the follow-up question in the chart and the responding partner responds. Then switch roles so that students have a chance asking the follow-up questions and responding to the follow-up questions. 

· NOTE—this is somewhat artificial and students might feel frustrated by that. Just explain that it’s necessary to break down these skills and practice each one before putting them all together for the lit. circles discussion.

Link: Asking follow-up questions requires focus, good listening, and quick thinking. Your follow-up questions are based on the responses group members give to your starter question. Let’s focus during this discussion on asking really thoughtful follow-up questions. 
Activity:

· Review the protocol for discussion with students before they move to their lit. circle groups. Have this charted in the room:

1. Fill out the discussion protocol sheet and decided today’s roles (3 min.)

2. One student goes over the plot summary to make sure everyone is on the same page (3 min).

3. Students ask each other clarifying questions about the story (5 min).

4. Students go over their HW together, sharing out noticings about culture, politics and religion (5 min).

5. Facilitator runs discussion based on the questions they came up with for HW and the passages they chose in the Do Now (15 min).

6. Students add to their perspective graphic organizer together. (6 min).

· Students run their discussions and recorders fill out the discussion notes page.

· During discussions, teacher confers with each group, listening to discussions and making sure they are on task. 

· At the end of the discussion, students put their HW in the HW folder and Discussion notes and perspective graphic organizer in the NOTES folder. 

· After the discussion, students return to their seats and write a half page reflection on looseleaf answering the following questions:

· How’s the novel going so far? What is difficult for you?

· Which characters do you like and dislike so far?
· How did your discussion go? How hard or easy was it to ask good follow-up questions?
· How can your group and you specifically improve your discussion for next time?

· Share out of student reflections. 
